United Way Durham Region
Special Events

Special events are a fantastic, low-cost way to raise awareness, infuse your workplace with energy, and
boost employee morale. They certainly help raise money, but they also build excitement and momentum for
your annual United Way workplace campaign.

Get the wind in your sales
These events are great fun and add a great deal of energy and excitement to any campaign. They also boost
awareness, and bring staff together to work on projects that help make our community better at the same
time!
There are many of innovative ways to raise awareness and create excitement about your
United Way campaign. Here are a handful of proven special events ideas that you’ll enjoy:
Bake/Book Sale
Ask employees to bake for a cause or bring in books from their shelves for a one-day sale
benefiting the United Way Durham Region. You may also
want to link it to a holiday!
Wine/Beer Auction
Everyone brings a bottle of wine and $5.00/$10.00. A
participants name is pulled after 10 bottles of wine are
collected. The participant wins the 10 bottles of wine and the
funds are donated to United Way Durham Region.
Time, Talent, or Treasure (Silent or Live Auction)
We’ve all got special talents we can share, time we’re willing
to give, or a treasure someone else might enjoy. Why not
hold a United Way Time, Talent or Treasure Auction and put
them all to good use? The Triple T Auction is a fantastic
team-building, morale boosting event, and a great way to
create change for our community. Encourage everyone to
donate.
Vendor Market
Find vendors or talented employees to come into your office
for a sale of goods. Make sure that they donate a portion of
their proceeds back to the United Way or have them
purchase a vendor table. You may want to link it to the
Christmas Holidays

From the Top
One of the greatest contributors to a successful workplace
campaign is the active involvement of senior management.
Here are a few popular and time-tested ideas that bring
everyone together for a great cause!
BBQ Lunch or Breakfast
Executive Chefs serve breakfast or lunch to kick off your
campaign.
Dunk Tank
Employees pay a small fee to dunk their favorite executive!

Jail & Bail
Employees pay a small bail to free their favorite executive from “jail”!
Pie Throwing Competition
Pay to throw a pie in your favorite executive’s face!

Offer Incentive Prizes
Incentive prizes can be used to motivate employees to participate.

Day off with Pay
Employees are entered in to win additional vacation days.
Executive Parking
Employees are entered to win the use of a prime parking sport close to
their building.
Lunch with the CEO
Employees are entered for a chance to win an hour of open and honest
conversation and a chance to share a meal with the CEO.

Peer to Peer
You’ve probably made a donation to support a friend or family member
participating in a special event raising money for an important cause. Or
maybe you’ve run, walked, biked, or baked for a cause yourself.
Now you can bring your passion for making a difference and the excitement
of a special event to your social network or your workplace, and raise money
to help change people’s lives throughout Durham Region.
Contact us if you would like to have an event page built for you!

Let the games begin
Charge an entrance fee or pledge to play! To really get the competition going, try
playing department versus department!
Be sure to ask you Campaign Manager/Ambassador how some games or events
can be excellent campaign fundraisers through peer-to-peer fundraising.
Scavenger Hunt/Amazing Race
Have teams of 2-4 participants play a game of scavenger hunt in the workplace
with the same guidelines as the TV show. Encourage participation by scheduling
it during the noon hour or by giving teams a few hours to complete. If getting out
of the office is tough, online scavenger hunts are great fun too.
Trivia Game
Set up a lunch hour with a trivia challenge. Can be played either in teams or
individuals.
Bowling
Spend an evening with your colleagues while bowling.
Mini Putt Challenge
Set up a putt practice in a hall/lunch room and have people pay to have a mini putt contest!
Car Race/Horse Race
Build a large racetrack display with cars or horses representing each department. Cars/Horses will advance
around the track as dollars and participation rates increase in each department.
Interdepartmental Olympics
Challenge teams to fun office games such as paper airplane toss, garbage can ball toss, chair race, etc.
Corporate golf tournament
Charge a fee to play.
Tricycle Race
Kick off your campaign with a trike race. Have teams of 2-4
challenge each other on the course. —You provide the
participants, we can provide the Trikes. You can even
sell “sponsorship” ads to be posted on the tricycles and
award prizes for top team, best costumes and best “style”,
etc.

The Taste of Success
Tell your co-workers to skip the brown bag for the day, and try one of these
delicious events to get your team together. Food is always a winner!
Coffee/Snack Cart
Tour the office with tasty treats and/or hot coffee and donate the proceeds to
the United Way Durham Region. Or use this as a canvasser tool and hand out
treats and coffee for free while distributing forms and brochures. This is a
chance to engage in a conversation and participation especially with those who
can’t leave their desk for traditional events.
Potluck/Comforting Your Community Lunch
Discover your co-workers favourite comfort food and promote team spirit. Have a fee for those who wish to
take part, with the proceeds going to your staff campaign.
Chili Cook-off
Co-workers compete for bragging rights for having the best chili recipe! Charge
a small fee for a tasting, a roll and a vote! Winner gets bragging rights.
Jelly Bean Jar
Count the number of jelly beans in the jar. Charge for a guess—Whoever is
closest wins the jar and all proceeds go to the staff United Way campaign.
Candy –Gram
Co-workers buy a sweet treat accompanied by a note to send to a colleague.

Dressing Up!
Create perks at work for employees who participate in the campaign.
Casual/Jeans Days
Charge $2 to wear jeans on Friday or make it free when you return your pledge form.
“I’m dressed this way for United Way” stickers can easily identify participants. One very
popular idea is to have a “support day,” where employees can wear their Leafs, Jays, Raptors or other team
jersey to work for a nominal fee. Some workplaces keep this running year-round!
Ugly Sweater Day/Ugly Tie Day
For a nominal fee, employees can participate and wear their ugly sweater/tie to work and have their coworkers vote on their favourite “ugliest” item.
Dress Up Days
For a nominal fee, employees can wear RED for United Way or dress according to a specific theme to build
energy and excitement.
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